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Victim precipitation is a theory of criminology which seeks to explain how the interaction between a victim and an offender may contribute to criminal activities and there is an assertion that this theory mainly focuses on crimes such as rape, assault, robbery, and homicides. The victim precipitation theory is based on the notion that violence arises due to cases of power struggle. According to this theory, victims may initiate criminal acts which lead to death or injury either passively or actively. In passive precipitations, the victim unconsciously depicts behaviors, qualities or characteristics that lead to criminal acts. Siegel (2003) highlights job status, promotions, love interests and successes as some examples of unconscious characteristics which may lead to attacks, injuries or even death. In other cases, political activists and groups pursuing different objectives and lifestyles may become target of violence and crimes due to the influence they have on other people and this can be referred as passive precipitation. Generally, passive precipitation occurs when the victim unconsciously demonstrates individual characteristics which may either threaten or encourage the attacker. On the other hand, active precipitation occurs when the victim acts consciously and provocatively or even uses threats to attack first. Siegel (2003) argues that the concept of active precipitation is in most cases applied in homicides whereby the victims directly take part in the crime. Siegel gives a very controversial argument in describing active precipitation by arguing that women who are raped contribute to the crime in some way which can either be provocative dressing, suggestive intimacy or engagement in relationships. 
Despite the fact that crimes cannot be justified, victims can still be blamed for the role they play in crimes. This is based on the fact that all people should strive to keep away from perpetrators of crimes especially when they are known. The lifestyle of victims seems to motivate crimes to some extent. There is an assertion that victims are targeted by their lifestyles, and again, their lifestyles may expose them to crimes. For instance, women who dress provocatively should be blamed to some extent when they are subjected to rape and sexual assault by men. Some victims also live in insecure places consciously, travel alone at night when they can avoid, and others associate with known felons, and hence, their inability to take caution proves that they can be blamed for any assault subjected to them. Siegel (2003) argues that all people should alienate themselves from any anti-social behaviour which might contribute to criminal activities upon them and seek self-control to avert blame.
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